
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 18, 2026 

 

Mayor Regina Romero and City Council Members 

City of Tucson 

City Hall 

255 W. Alameda 

Tucson, AZ 85701 

 

RE: Agenda item 8. Public Hearing: Ordinance Amending Chapter 27 of the Tucson Code (Sections 

27-20 and 27-21) – Staff-Recommended Revisions to the Large Quantity Water User Ordinance 

(Ordinance No. 12188) Following Ad Hoc Committee Review (City Wide and Outside City) 

Communication: SEP22-26-275  

Dear Mayor and Council, 

The Coalition for Sonoran Desert Protection urges you to strengthen the proposed revisions to 

Tucson’s Large Quantity Water User Ordinance. While we appreciate the improvements to 

enforcement and transparency, the revisions leave several key conservation concerns unaddressed. 

We support Watershed Management Group’s recommended revisions, including lowering the 

large-user threshold to 2,500 ccf per month, requiring a minimum 2:1 offset of consumptive water 

demand through local wet-water strategies, and pausing new applications and approvals during 

drought periods. These measures would strengthen protections for existing water users, groundwater, 

and river flows. 

These safeguards are especially important given Arizona’s persistent drought. In May 2026, the 

Arizona Drought Interagency Coordinating Group recommended that Governor Katie Hobbs extend 

the state’s drought emergency declaration.  

The current 10,000 ccf threshold is too high given regional water constraints and uncertainty about 

future Colorado River supplies. A lower threshold would allow the City to review larger water users 

before committing scarce resources. The ordinance should also explicitly protect environmental flows, 

ensuring that increased industrial use of reclaimed water does not diminish the Santa Cruz River and 

its wildlife habitat. 

We encourage you to incorporate these safeguards so that new large water users contribute to 

Tucson’s long-term water resilience and watershed health. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Nick Maya, Program Manager 

Coalition for Sonoran Desert Protection 

 


