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No black tips, 
White halo 

No black 
stripe, short 

black tail 

White side 

Black stripe 

Apparent 
contrasting 

shades 

Black halo reveals black tip 

Black tipped  



White side is more 
apparent than 
black stripe Lacks black 

stripe  

White side, 
apparent contrast 

Short black tail 

White side may be from 
white flash 

White side 
created by 
white flash 

Black halo 
Long black tail 

Long black tail 

Lepus alleni VS Lepus californicus  

Long black 
tail 

Black halo 
Black stripe 

Black stripe, 
long tail 

*Features are not clear 
enough to distinguish specie. 

Name Lepus_sp_1 



High elevation habitat 
*pine, snow, etc. 

White tail 

Points branch from single 
main beam 

Large ears 

Antlers fork as they grow 

Long metatarsals 

Black tipped tail 

Short metatarsals 

Dark mask comes 
to point below 

eyes 
White band 



Odocoileus virginianus VS Odocoileus hemionus 

Small ears, 
 high elevation habitat 

Short 
metatarsals 

Short 
metatarsals 

Long 
metatarsals 

Black tipped tail 

Long 
metatarsals 



• Small body 
• Variable color patterns 
• Long tail 
• White hood 

Conepatus leuconotus 

Spilogale  
gracilis 

Mephitis mephitis 

• Large body 
• Large splitting white stripe 

from ears to tail 
• Thin white stripe between eyes 

and ears 
• Variable tail color, medium in 

length 

• Large body  
• Body color: black on bottom, white on top 
• Long snout 
• Short thick legs, downward curving front claws 
• Lacks white stripe down center of face 
• Bushy, all white tail 

Mephitis macroura 

Thin stripe between ears 
and eyes 

• Small body 
• Several stripes along back 

and sides 
• White tipped tail 

(shortest of skunk 
species) 

• White dot between eyes 

 



Mephitis mephitis 

Mephitis macroura Spilogale gracilis 

Conepatus 
leuconotus 

Black between 
white stripes 

Short tail 

Short tail, black 
between white stripes 

Lacks split 

Chunky legs 

White bushy 
tail 

White side 

Long tail 

Black tail with 
white tip 

*white, even 
length fanned tail 



•High elevation habitat 
(above 5,000ft) 
•More pronounced red 
nape 
•Shorter ears 

•Lower elevation habitat 
(below 5,000ft) 
•Longer ears 
*Photos with only hind feet 
showing may be difficult to 

distinguish from Lepus sp.  



•Black striped tail 
•Rust behind ears and along side of neck 
•Smaller ears than Kit fox 
 

•Large ears 
•More uniform sandy color 
•Large black tipped tail 
•Noticeably smaller size than 
Gray fox 
•Long legs relative to body 
length gives them square 
shape 
 

 


