
Coalition for Sonoran Desert Protection Hosts Tucson Festival Stop: 
Wild & Scenic Film Festival 

 
Tucson, AZ -- The Coalition for Sonoran Desert Protection will once again host the Wild & Scenic 
Film Festival at the Loft Cinema on Wednesday, August 15th, 2012.  
 
The Wild & Scenic Film Festival brings together a selection of films from the annual festival held each 
January in Nevada City, CA, which is now in its 10th year! The films speak to the environmental 
concerns and celebrations of our planet. “Films featured at Wild & Scenic give people a sense of 
place,” says Tour Manager Lori Van Laanen. “In our busy lives, it’s easy to get disconnected from our 
role in the global ecosystem. When we realize that the change we need in this world begins with us, we 
can start making a difference.”  
 
This event will inspire the people of Tucson to go out and make a difference in the community. 
Because of engaged citizens who were motivated by what they saw in last year’s featured film, Bag It, 
the City of Tucson is now seeking solutions to reduce plastic bag consumption! 
 
This year’s slate of films is bound to be just as motivating and entertaining. Mining Patagonia 
explores the issues and consequences that an open pit mine would impose on this environmentally rich 
yet fragile town just an hour south of Tucson. Connecting the Gems follows two hikers as they 
traverse the northern Rockies, seeking out wildlife corridors and identifying the challenges faced by 
wildlife as they journey between wildland “gems.” In Meet the Beetle we see how even the tiniest of 
critters plays an important role in keeping our world a vibrant place and how school children can get 
engaged in conservation in a powerful way. 
 
The festival is a natural extension of the work of the Coalition for Sonoran Desert Protection. The 
Coalition, comprised of 41 conservation and community groups, works to create a community where 
ecosystem health is important, nature and healthy wild animal populations have value, and where 
visitors, children and future generations can all drink clean water, breathe clean air, and find wild 
places to roam. 
 
This year’s festival is once again being held in conjunction with Tucson Audubon Society’s 
annual Bird & Wildlife Festival. Visitors from all over the world will be converging on Tucson for a 
week of birding and wildlife-related activities and the Coalition is excited to share the film festival as 
one of the featured evening programs. 
 
Special thanks go out to local event sponsors Summit Hut and Betts Printing, the event’s major 
national sponsor Patagonia, as well as other local and national sponsors.  

 
EVENT DETAILS: 
  
When:   Wednesday, August 15th - 6:30pm 
 
Where:  The Loft Cinema, 3233 E Speedway Blvd, Tucson, Arizona 
 
Tickets:  $8 in advance at Summit Hut, Antigone Books, and the Tucson Audubon Nature Shop  
  $10 at the door and online at www.sonorandesert.org 
 
For more information contact Gabe Wigtil, gabe.wigtil@sonorandesert.org, 520-388-9925 or visit 
www.sonorandesert.org. 
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